
To register for this seminar your email registration must be received on or before 
September 1, 2023* 

 
THE APPELLATE DIVISION, FOURTH DEPARTMENT 

presents: 
 

High-Conflict Custody Topical 
In-Person Seminar 

 
September 21, 2023 

RIT Inn & Conference Center 
Rochester, NY 

 
8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
9:00 a.m. Welcome 

Hon. Kevin M. Nasca 
Supreme Court, Monroe County 
Rochester, New York 
Jennifer L. McLaren, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Attorneys for Children Program 
Rochester, New York 

    
9:10 a.m. A View from the Bench: Best Practices for AFC in High Conflict 

Matrimonial Actions 
Hon. Kevin M. Nasca, JSC 
Supreme Court, Monroe County 
Rochester, New York 

 
10:10 a.m. Break 
 
10:25 a.m.  Civility: Best Practices for Interacting with the Bench, Opposing 

Counsel, and Parties 
Hon. Stacey M. Romeo 
Family Court, Monroe County 

   Rochester, New York  
   Eftihia Bourtis, Esq. 
   Principal Attorney, Attorney Grievance Committee 
   Appellate Division, Fourth Department 
   Rochester, New York     

  
11:15 p.m. Pick-up Boxed Lunch  
 
11:40 p.m. Panel Presentation: Entrenched Hatred in Family Law 

Hon. Mary G. Carney 
Family Court, Erie County 



Buffalo, New York 
Frank Alabiso, PhD 
Suburban Psychiatric Associates 
Amherst, New York 

 
12:40 p.m.  Case Law Update - Custody 
  Katie Woodruff, Esq. 
  Confidential Law Clerk to the Hon. Deral Givens 
  Family Court, Monroe County 
  Rochester, New York 
 
1:30 p.m. Conclusion 
 
The Appellate Division, Fourth Department has been certified by the New York State 
Continuing Legal Education Board as an Accredited Provider of continuing legal 
education in the State of New York from March 2, 2023 to March 1, 2026. This program 
has been approved for a total of four (4.0) credit hours, which can be applied as follows: 
one and a half (1.5) credit hours for ethics, one and a half (1.5) credit hours for skills 
and one (1.0) credit hour for professional practice. This program is suitable for 
experienced and newly-admitted attorneys. 
 
Registration is limited.  Space will fill up very quickly.  
 
*To register for this seminar, e-mail ad4-lg-seminar@courts.state.ny.us in the 
following format: 
 
Subject: Seminar Registration 
 
Text: [your name] will attend the seminar on September 21, 2023 in Rochester. 
 
*Your email must be received on or before September 1, 2023, but we urge you to 
register soon, as space is limited.  This seminar will be videotaped but will not be live 
streamed.  
 
Check under “Seminars” at the Attorneys for Children Program link to the Appellate 
Division website at www.courts.state.ny.us/ad4 to find out if the seminar is open. 
 
You will receive a confirming email within 3 business days.  Please retain your 
confirming e-mail. 
 
Panel AFC must attend the seminar in its entirety to obtain AFC Program training 
credit.  There will be no exceptions.    
 
The seminars are free to AFC, but are paid for with taxpayer dollars. When you do not 
notify us that you will not attend a seminar for which you are registered, money is 
wasted.  Therefore, if you fail to attend a seminar for which you are registered 
without notifying the Program office (585-530-3170) at least five business days 

mailto:ad4-lg-seminar@courts.state.ny.us
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ad4


before the seminar, you will be expected to provide a formal letter of explanation 
– not an e-mail - before you may register for another live seminar. 
 
****************************************************************************************************  

RIT Inn & Conference Center  
5257 West Henrietta Road 
 W. Henrietta, NY 14467 

(585) 359-1800  
 

Directions (from the RIT Inn & Conference Center’s website) 
 
From The North/Rochester: 
Take I-390 South to Exit 12 - Route 253 (Lehigh Station Road).  
Turn right onto Route 253.  
Turn left onto Route 15 - West Henrietta Road.  
Travel ½ mile and the RIT Inn and Conference Center will be on your right.   
 
From The South: 
Take I-390 North to Exit 12 - Route 253 (Lehigh Station Road).  
Turn left onto Route 253.  
Turn left onto Route 15 - West Henrietta Road.  
Travel ½ mile and the RIT Inn and Conference Center will be on your right.  
 
From The Thruway: 
From Route I-90, travel to Exit 46.  
Follow signs for I-390 North  
IMMEDIATELY exit onto Route 253 (Lehigh Station Road).  
Turn left onto Route 253.  
Turn left onto Route 15 - West Henrietta Road.  
Travel ½ mile and the RIT Inn and Conference Center will be on your right. 


